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JUNE 30, 1908. THE HEAVILY FORESTED
LAND NEAR THE PIDKAMENNAYA TUNGKUSKA
RIVER IN KRASNOYARSK KRASI, RUSSIA. A
DESOLATE, UNINHABITED REGION...
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PLANTS AND ANIMALS BUSILY
GROW AND REPRODUCE IN
THE WARM SUNLIGHT, LIVING
THEIR LITTLE LIVES.
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HIGH ABOVE, HOWEVER, AN UNOBSERVED ALIEN SFACECRAFT
EXPERIENCES MASSIVE SYSTEMS FAILURE WHILE STRUGGLING
AGAINST EARTH'S GRAVITATIONAL FIELD AND RADIATION BELTS.




THE CRAFT'S LONE SURVIVING OCCUPANT
FACES A TERRIBLE CHOICE: ABANDON
THE CRIPPLED SHIP, OR BURN TO DEATH
IN THE ALIEN WORLD'S ATMOSPHERE.

B—

THE SHE/_IVOR 5FT6 FOR LIFE. REGRETFULLY IT ABANDONS THE DISINTEGRATING
VEHICLE, SHEPHERDING ITS SERVO-ORGANISMS INTO AN ESCAFPE FPOD.

THE EXPLORER WONDERS IF IT WILL EVER AGAIN
SEE TS HOME WORLD AND ITS FAMILAY.

AND WHAT OF THE MISSION THAT
BROUGHT IT TO THIS STRANGE STAR
SYSTEM -- A MISSION THE BEING
SWORE ON TS LIFE TO ACCOMPLISH?




JHST PAST 7:15 OM THIS @HIET_MORMIHG A BR!LUAMT LIME OF LIGHT MOVES ACROSS THE SK’J FEW (IF AM':I) AM!MALS NOTICE IT.
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THE BLAST REGISTERS ON
SEISMOGRAPHS ACROSS
EURASIA AS EQUIVALENT TO AN 4
EARTHQUAKE MEASURING §.0 ON ’
THE RICHTER SCALE.

BAIKAL 18 ALSO OVE OF THE B

_ IT PRODUCES SHOCK I} 9k \ 1 =} OLDEST BODIES OF WATER ON
) WAVES STRONG ENOUGH ™! N w7 W _ - EARTH, WITH A FLOOR OF
= TO BE FELT THOUSANDS g _ — & | ANCIENT SILT 7 KILOMETERS
OF MILES AWA4. - ANy THICK IN PLACES.

THE exmosfow 5 THE
LARGEST IMPACTON OR |

NEAR EARTH IN RECORDED ‘

HISTORY. IN LATER YEARS IT

| WILL BE KNOWN A8 . THeescAPEPOD |
| THE THNGHSKA EVENT. I SPLASHES DOWN UNSEEN '

 SOME 600 MILES TO THE
SOUTHEAST, IN REMOTE

LAKE BAIKAL, DEEFEST
LAKE IN THE WORLD.
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UTILIGING ENERGY DERIVED FROM

', METHANE TRAPPED IN THE SEDIMENT

< - 7 2O B\ AUD THE TEMPERATURE GRADIENT

CUT OFF FROM ALL POSSIBILITY OF RESCUE, THE GRAVELY o I @) “THE SHIP MANTAIS TEELF AND 115
® INJURED ALIEN EXPLORER IS FORCED TO ENTER SUSPENDED | IR e BIY "0~ o o g
ANIMATION, CARED FOR BY ITS SEMI-MECHANICAL SERVITORS. =

..FOR TWO HUNDRED YEARS.




RIGHT, YOU LOT --
ARE YOU READY”

2116 AD. THE HELLISHLY COLD SURFACE
OF THE DISTANT PLANET PLUTO.

READY.

WE'RE HOT!

4YOU BETTER BE, BECAUSE THOSE THINGS OUT THERE WANT
YOUR ASSES! ARE YOU GONNA LET THEM HAVE 'EM?”

HELL, NO!

ENVIRO-SHIELDS ACTIVATED? .
THEN LET'S ROCK AND ROLL/

1 e
’ | e
F R e
. = L T .
: .
e i
R R
B i -::;:: [
. ¢ S -
: ; A P |
F ; 1
S i i
-
- i 4 f‘
Xy
- r B
J
1 e F
.
;

-

THEY'RE JUST ROBOTS. IT'S A
FREAKIN' WASTE OF TIME.

IT'S NOTHING MORE
THAN A SHOOTING
GALLERY, MA'AM.

HIROSHIGE. NOW MOVE IT -
WE'RE JOINING THE OTHERS.

________

.....

BUT THESE TRAINING TARGETS
SHOOT BACK. NOW, LOOK
=N SHARP! HERE THEY COME.
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